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What is the Dakar 
Rally?

THE DAKAR RALLY - The Hardest Motorsport Event on Earth

Some challenges capture the imagination like no other. Every year, 
people climb Everest. Some sail around the world. Others chase the 
Tour de France dream.

For off-road racers and adventurous motorcyclists, the Dakar is the 
ultimate test.

It pushes skill, knowledge, and fitness to the limit — but more than 
anything, it reveals who you really are.

The Dakar is the longest, most demanding, and most spectacular 
motorsport event on the planet.

With a global audience and an unrivalled legacy, it is one of the last 
great challenges where suffering is certain — and the greatest stories 
are born.



ORIGINALS BY 
MOTUL CLASS
I will be competing in the Originals by Motul (Malle 
Moto) class — the hardest category in Dakar. No 
mechanics, no team, no outside help. After riding up to 
800km in the desert, I set up my tent, repair and maintain 
my own bike, catch just a few hours of broken sleep, and 
get back on the start line the next morning. It’s raw, 
relentless, and brutally demanding — the purest form of 
Dakar.

Last time I finished in 6th place. For Dakar 2026, I’m 
aiming higher — to fight for a podium in the most 
unforgiving category of them all and on top of that I will be 
the only British rider in that category.



About Me

FAMILY -
I am a proud father of two gorgeous girls, my 16-year-old 
daughter Iona and 11-month-old Mia. Topped off with my 
amazing and super supportive partner Sarah.

ME -

WORK -
My work has been varied, from 13 years in the British Army 
to being part of the organizing team at Arenacross and the 
Goodwood Festival of Speed. Now I am self employed and 
work 3 jobs, I am a Firefighter in Mid And West Wales Fire 
Service, I coach riding at BMW Offroad skills, and I manage 
the British Enduro Championship. At times, I still find time 
to be in front of the camera and behind the camera filming 
for TV and film.

42 years young from Devon in the UK and now living 
and working in the beautiful Welsh valleys near Brecon.  



WHY DAKAR AGAIN?
Why back to Dakar – That’s a question I'm getting asked the most!

There’s no other experience like it, and if I could have a sip every day of that feeling 
I felt on the finish line in 2021, I’d be content but now I want more. In 2021 the 
world was in Covid restrictions, and I feel the race had more to give, I want to 
experience that social side and the camaraderie in the bivouac with no Covid fear 
along the way. Also, now I am fitter, stronger and even more dedicated to push my 
limits, tell a story of adventure and do well in the Originals by Motul class.



PREVIOUS DAKAR 
EXPERIENCE 
LESSONS LEARNED – 

2020 - Was my first attempt at the Dakar, I crashed on 
day 5 waking up to a helicopter hovering and Benji Melot 
talking to me. I rode on a further 300km to the end of the 
special and then back to Hail where my body refused to 
work, I was helped and looked after by the amazing 
Dakar team and medical professionals to find out I’d 
broken my arm and was beaten up pretty good to then fly 
home demoralized.

2021 - My come back story, I learnt a lot and gained 
experience in 2020 to really hit the desert running, I 
enjoyed the whole experience riding to finish and had so 
many experiences that have shaped me.

I finished 37th overall and 6th in the Original by Motul 
class.



Racing Activities 
and Achievements 
Post-Dakar
Races Participated In Since Dakar 2021-

Straight after Dakar 21 the world was in lockdown, so 
it was a huge anti-climax not being able to see friends, 
family, supporters and sponsors to share my 
experience. When we were allowed, I completed my 
10th Scottish Six Day trial, I finished the Red Bull 
Romaniacs in the silver class, raced my 4th 
International Six-Day Enduro held in Argentina in the 
heat and raced in Baja, winning stages on a vintage 
bike at the Norra 1000 Mexican rally. All this whilst 
staying handy on the enduro bikes at 24hour races to 
sprint enduros.



MEDIA AND SOCIAL 
MEDIA PRESENCE

My Dakar journey is not just about racing — it’s about sharing the full 
story. I’ve built a strong presence across social media, print, and 
broadcast platforms, and I’ll be using every channel to give sponsors 
visibility before, during, and after Dakar.

Professional Media Partnerships
BikeWorld TV — UK’s leading motorcycle YouTube channel with 
huge reach
Vision Offroad Media — creating high-quality content around 
my Dakar campaign

Event & Public Speaking
Speaker and rider coach for BMW Motorrad Offroad Skills 
Regular content creation and management for the British 
Enduro Championship (ACU)

As a Malle Moto competitor, my story resonates strongly with fans and 
media alike — racing without assistance, relying on skill, resilience, and 
determination. This unique angle ensures increased exposure and a 
compelling narrative that brands and audiences connect with.



WHAT AM I GOING TO 
RIDE?

I have ordered a Honda Rally bike from Red Moto which 
is exciting as its 1 of 50 being made, it will be the only 
one in the UK and something new for me.

I should receive it in October then I will learn the 
mechanical side of it, run it in for a few hours and then 
take it to Barcelona ready to get to Saudi Arabia on your 
boat.



Current Onboard Sponsors
 

I’m proud to already have incredible sponsors and partners supporting my Dakar journey. 
From the iconic Team Ikuzawa, with its deep roots in international motorsport, to a growing 
network of companies and individuals who share my passion for two wheels — their 
backing means everything. Their investment brings not only resources but also belief and 
energy that drives me forward. With this support, I’m building a campaign that reflects the 
true spirit of Dakar — and I carry their logos and names with pride.



Sponsor Packages
Gold Sponsorship – £5,000+ (In monetary or product equivalent)

Prime logo placement (bike, helmet, kit)

Dedicated social media content & professional content creation

Exposure on media outlets

Special dedicated Dakar days

Bespoke events, talks, and staff engagement opportunities

Invited ride experience in Portugal at ADV Moto Haven

Branded race shirts & merchandise, limited team wear

Private WhatsApp group & direct access throughout Dakar

Come to the race and join the circus opportunity.

Limited to a select number of partners



Sponsor Packages
Silver Sponsorship – £3,000–£4,500 (In monetary or product equivalent)

Prominent logos on bike and race kit

Regular social media posts and content mentions

Rider training opportunities for your team or clients

Post Dakar ride day opportunities 

Team wear 

Access to the private Dakar WhatsApp group



Sponsor Packages

Bronze Sponsorship – £1,000–£2,000 + (In monetary or 
product equivalent)

Logo placement on bike and kit

Content from the rally

Product placement opportunities + social media exposure

Access to Dakar WhatsApp group



Thank You For Your 
Time
Come and join the Dakar adventure as part of my 
team. I may be on my own riding however I will need 
everyone’s help along this journey. Without the 
sponsors this would be impossible. 

I hope to see you on my path to the Dakar Rally for 
2026. 

NEIL HAWKER 

+447500935997

neilhawker41@hotmail.co.uk

Instagram                @neilhawker41

Facebook NEIL HAWKER 

Facebook Page         NEIL HAWKER MOTORCYCLING

mailto:neilhawker41@hotmail.co.uk
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